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“Average” Winter 
(1981-2010) 



What does Average Really Mean? 



Official CPC Outlook 



Official CPC Outlook 





1. The El Niño Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO)  



Typical ENSO Neutral Pattern 





 

Figure reproduced 
from:  
http://tao.atmos.wa
shington.edu/pdo/ 



Near Normal Sea Surface Temperatures 
(ENSO Neutral) 

Negative PDO 
signal 

Positive PDO 
signal 
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Some indicators that AO/NAO could 
average positive for the winter 



Some indicators that AO/NAO could 
average positive for the winter 



Northern Illinois/NW Indiana During 
ENSO Neutral/+NAO Winters 

 



Northern Illinois during ENSO 
Neutral/-NAO Winters 

 



Another Wild Card: Upper Level Pattern Near Alaska 
Also known as East Pacific Oscillation (EPO) 

.  



Another Wild Card: 
Upper Level Pattern Near Alaska 

 



Local Data for -/+ EPO Patterns 

Chicago, IL                                        All Years (-EPO) (+EPO) 

Temperatures Average   “Alaska Ridge” 
“Alaska 
Trough” 

December 28.6°F 

January 24.3°F -2.7°F +3.5°F 

February 27.1°F -3.8°F +1.9°F 

Winter Season 26.7°F 



What Can We Expect For December? 

 



What Can We Expect for the Winter season?  

 



What Can We Expect for the Winter season?  

 



What Can We Expect Through the Winter? 



THANKS FOR READING! 
 
If you have any questions, 
email our Web Master: 
w-lot.webmaster@noaa.gov 


